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In a recent interview with Lee Merritt, 
the Vice President for Finance, I asked him 
to reflect on the idea of budgets as moral 
documents. In our discussion, he recog­
nized that “the hard part about any budget­
ing process is linking the budget to the 
ministry in a very explicit way” whether it 
be at a church or at an academic institution like Fuller.
In order to create a budget that is a moral document, the first 
step is to create a mission statement. Without a clear mission, 
budgeting decisions become part of an arbitrary process where 
decisions are made based on “personal demand objectives” 
rather than a corporate vision. When this happens, the budget 
becomes more of a “political document” rather than a moral 
document which is “not a reflection of the true value of the 
institution.”
When any mission statement is being created, consistency is 
important. If a congregation and a pastor cannot agree on the 
mission, then consensus on how to spend money rarely hap­
pens. Likewise, if the deans of the various schools at Fuller
were in disagreement about our mission, then decisions about 
where to allocate money would be arduous and painful.
Here at Fuller, a list of budget assumptions are used to assist 
in financial decision making. This is done to assure that the 
budgeting process does not become an arbitrary task, but rather 
stays true to the mission of Fuller. These assumptions include 
everything from the faculty to student ratio, to the benefits that 
are offered to faculty and staff members.
During the interview with Mr. Merritt, I introduced those 
budget changes that have most affected me as a student, name­
ly the rise in tuition and the creation of the tuition pre-payment 
plan. As he responded to these two specific changes, he stated 
that “many times the external world forces us to make changes 
that add nothing to the value of a degree.” He elaborated by 
saying that often these external forces “cannot be controlled.” 
One of the largest external forces here in Pasadena is the cost 
of housing. Lee Merritt named this as a “very serious external 
threat.” He expanded on this by saying that Fuller will not be 
able to attract high quality faculty, or young, bright students, if 
they cannot find affordable accommodations. The hope is that
continued on page 9
Budgets as Moral Documents: reflecting the corporate Mission
An Interview with Lee Merritt by Sophie Draffin
From The ‘Well
Could you imagine if every Christian in 
the U.S. was required to show his/her per­
sonal budget or expenditures? Go ahead 
cringe, you know you want to. Money is a 
hard thing to talk about. “Money is to our 
generation what sex was to the 
Victorians-which is to say that many peo­
ple are willing to read about how others 
handle it or mismanage it, but few are 
ready to disclose their own involvement 
with it.”1
Even as I am writing now, I am plagued by 
anxiety. Will I come off sounding preachy? 
Will I be able to fully address this topic with­
out offending someone? I know I am not 
alone in my discomfort. These feelings 
reflect a clash of cultures that war inside 
every Christian.
We live in a culture that has a heightened
sense of privacy; this is juxtaposed by the 
public nature of our Christian faith which 
calls us into a deeper accountability. This 
stmggle is only amplified by the moral 
nature of money-what we do 
with it reflects our true 
moral state. (Whew, that 
makes me uncomfortable 
to say!)
While putting together this issue, I was 
struck by the unique approach taken by 
each of the authors as they interacted with 
this dichotomy. In their willingness to 
make their personal revelations on finance 
a public discussion, they are seeking to 
balance the ideals of the private and 
public spheres.
My hope is that you would find this 
issue to be a grace-filled (and 






We want to hear from you! I f  you would like to write for the SEMI or respond to something you’ve read, please contact us at. semi- 
editor@dept.fuller.edu. All submissions are subject to editing for length and clarity.
Investing in the Kingdom
By Kent Sensing
The costs of Katrina reconstruction have 
renewed a national debate over spiraling 
deficits caused by massive tax cuts ($1.7 
trillion in lost revenue over ten years), 
massive expenditures on war (half a tril- 
lion/year for Pentagon); and social spend­
ing programs (a current proposal would cut 
$50 billion in food stamps, student loans, 
Medicaid etc).
As we contemplate this “log” in the gov­
ernment’s eye, we might also consider the 
“speck” of our own stewardship. (For some 
of us, “speck” is an accurate description of 
our resources!) Does our personal spend­
ing align with our confession of Christ as 
Lord of all of life? Jesus’ offer of grace in 
the Sermon on the Mount provides some 
salvific principles towards this end: 1) your 
heart will be where your treasure is, so 
invest in/seek first God’s kingdom; 2) 
“Mammon” is a cruel idol; you cannot 
serve God and Money simultaneously; 3) 
natural anxieties about material well-being 
easily lead to vicious cycles of hoarding 
and greed; 4) as members of a covenanted 
community of mutual aid-and beloved 
children of God-we can trust our Abba 
(and each other) for provision of our “daily 
bread.” This is the path of true blessedness 
(beatitude), joy, and freedom, 
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As the “gospel-in-a-nutshell” story of 
Zacchaeus reveals (Lk. 19), the process of 
salvation will include doing justice to the 
poor by sharing one’s wealth. (Zacchaeus’ 
“getting saved” first required responding to 
Jesus’ hospitality/friendship/presence, 
despite community prejudices blocking 
such an encounter.) It might seem crass to 
say, but how justly and generously we dis­
tribute our money is perhaps the primary 
test of faith in the New Testament, wherein 
how shrewdly and profitably we accumu­
late money determines our social value. 
(This insight is an outworking of Jubilee 
and Sabbath principles found in Jesus’ 
Bible, the Old Testament.) Isn’t this the 
upside-down logic behind Jesus’ parable 
about the separation of the sheep from the 
goats (Matt. 25)? How we respond to the 
economic “little ones” and “least of these” 
will reveal our true Lord and our true des­
tiny with more clarity than any other sign. 
Jesus once told another penetrating story, 
which indicated that the gulf separating a 
rich man from the beggar at his gates was 
the very thing separating that man from 
God. For the affluent, all roads to God lead 
to the poor, as the rich young ruler discov­
ered in another “gospel-in-a-nutshell” 
encounter with Jesus.
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Parking C risis
Dear Marie,
I was intrigued 
by your article- 
-so much so that 
I thought I’d 
write. I think a 
third reason stu- 
dents drive to 
Hasgggtl ; g g g jjg jj^  Fuller is also my 
SjSg^S g jS SSji iiiSSai reason: I am a 
23§£§SS38 tiaiSSSSS# commuter stu­
dent with a 25 
mile drive (a bit prohibitive for biking). 
This quarter marks the beginning of my 9th 
year as a commuter student, which means 
I’ve experienced 8 years of frantic search­
ing for parking spaces after having driven 
an hour to school. I am sure all commuter 
students would be endlessly grateful to 
non-commuters for freeing up a few park­
ing spaces.
~Denise Wallace
Course Reader C osts
Like Adam 
Ward, I’ve been 
_  31 interested in the
IfcfL« - i 9  course reader
» - f y m m f r f  ' ‘  "  >?""*'• :--f  | “phenomenon’ 
as well. First,
v  I’m sure that the
THEDA'yiNCl CltmcIZEb .  .
_ ______ .13 seminary does
save money by 
using electronic 
gg sg sg sg  SSSSEBSS*8, course readers 
“  in the form of 
CDs. If going to CDs didn’t save the semi­
nary money, I doubt it would have 
switched to that format. Second, Adam 
made the point that if we print the CDs and 
make paper copies as well then we will be 
doubling our costs. If every student made 
hardcopies for himself or herself, then this 
would indeed be the case. Obviously, the 
seminary hopes that this won’t be the case 
and that there will be situations in which 
students have laptops and the CDs will be 
sufficient. Whether or not that’s a realistic 
expectation is debatable, though I agree 
with Adam that it isn’t.
Is it fair to ask those students who
don’t have a laptop to pay for their own 
hard copies? I believe it is. Someone has to 
foot the bill. Traditionally that’s been 
Fuller, but I can’t see a compelling reason 
why that needs to be the case, other than 
that’s what we’re used to. In addition to 
tuition, we have other costs that are 
“forced” upon us such as parking, insur­
ance, and student activity fees, and I sup­
pose one could argue that these are not 
included in tuition because they are costs 
not associated directly with the classroom, 
but we still purchase textbooks for our 
classes-why can’t we look at a course 
reader as just one more textbook for a 
given class? In fact the course reader is 




To The Editor: 
As I read my 
article printed in 
the SEMI (Week 
4), I noticed that 
an insertion had 
been made. In 
|  urging the Fuller 
community to 
|  pause to remem- 
ber the lessons of 
the Jewish fall 
feasts, I wrote, “As we become caught up 
in our studies...” The “we” was meant to 
convey the entirety of the Fuller communi­
ty, myself included. The printed article, 
however, read, “As we, as Christians, 
become caught up in our studies...” and 
thus became someone else’s article.
As some know, I am a Messianic Jew. 
This means that I live out my life and wor­
ship of God in Messiah in inherently 
Jewish ways. What some may not be aware 
of is that when a Jew calls herself a 
Christian, this means more than simply 
“one who believes in Jesus.” To any other 
Jew, my use of the term would imply that I 
have stopped being a Jew and no longer 
consider myself part of the Jewish people. 
This is not what I was saying. Indeed, I see 
my Jewish identity and the fact that I know 
my Messiah as a walking witness of the 
love and faithfulness of God to my Jewish 
people. How evident, too, the reconciling 
power of God at work in Messiah in that I 
am a Jew who works at an evangelical 
seminary among non-Jewish brothers and 
sisters in the Lord.
I understand that the insertion was made
because there were times in the article 
when I spoke as “we” as part of the Jewish 
people, while at other times, my “we” was 
as a believer in Jesus. Exactly! My “we” is 
as a Jew who is a believer in Jesus. I wrote 
the article as a Jewish believer, sharing a 
spiritual heritage with my Gentile brothers 
and sisters.
I know that the insertion was an honest 
error, but wanted to discuss it to:
• Accurately express that I consider 
myself, and seek to live, as part of the 
Jewish people
• Promote dialogue and understanding 
between Messianic Jews and their 
Christian brothers and sisters. Thank you.
-A ly  Zadurowicz
Q uiet in  the Catalyst?
Dear Michelle,
As an administrator whose office is in the 
Catalyst I have noticed a disturbing trend. 
People are shooting others dirty looks for 
talking on the first floor! Now when we 
agreed to renovate the Catalyst the idea 
was that the first floor was to be the floor 
for study and groups and socializing, not 
quiet individual study.
Let me take a moment and explain to 
students how the Catalyst is supposed to be 
used. If you look at the first floor you’ll 
notice that it contains a kitchen. The 
kitchen is in many cultures a place for 
gathering and discussing the events of the 
day. Therefore the first floor is for socializ­
ing and studying together.
If you wander up the back stairs to the 
third floor you’ll see that there is an 
enclosed study area. This is the area for 
quiet individual study. If you need it really 
quiet, there is another room to the left. This 
room may also be used for meetings by the 
various concerns committees. If this isn’t 
quiet enough for you, there is a Library for 
your use.
The other burning issue on many stu­
dents’ minds is whether or not they can rent 
the Catalyst. The short answer is no. Why? 
Because we have to finish with all the 
legalities. Once those are completed, we 
can safely rent out the Catalyst. Please be 
aware that the fees will be higher than in 
the past.
If anyone has any questions or concerns 
please feel free to pop on by the Catalyst or 
call the ASC office or email me or my co- 
administrator Jina Kang.
~Marie McCulley 
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Holding Our Own Priorities
By Jeffrey Hunt
In recent months I have read many arti­
cles arguing that our national budget needs 
to reflect our priorities as a Church. Using 
morality as a compass to navigate the com­
plications of a national budget is a very bad 
idea, here’s why:
1. Using Scripture to argue for economic 
policy in the realm of ideas will set evan­
gelicals a step backwards. Many evangeli­
cal centers for higher learning, including 
Westmont, Wheaton, Baylor, etc. are work­
ing hard to educate young Christians to 
compete in the market place of ideas. 
While we may hold certain personal prior­
ities, we must learn the language of the 
world we engage. If those schools pro­
duced pre-med graduates who used the 
miracles of the early church as a handbook 
for surgery, no hospital in the country 
would take them seriously. Likewise, if our 
economists walked onto Wall Street with 
Isaiah in hand claiming insight into budg­
etary spending, their voices would fall 
upon deaf ears. But some evangelicals are 
doing just that. Instead of providing sound 
economic theory against privatization of 
social security, they will claim that such an
economic policy violates the command­
ment “to honor thy mother and father.”' It 
is simply another form of proof-texting 
that our homiletic professors warn us so 
much about. Many people who do such 
will start with an economic theory search­
ing the scriptures for verses that support it. 
The result is a mis-contextualized use of 
the Word. Setting a national budget to a 
person’s interpretation of Scripture is the 
wrong use of the Word of God.
2. When government and religion hold 
hands, both lose. These two institutions 
operate in two very different spheres. The 
main difference between these two spheres 
is the presence of the Spirit. The Spirit will 
develop a set of priorities found in the 
church that are not found in the govern­
ment. But this is OK. A strong separation 
of the Church from the State will con­
tribute to a stronger value and vitality of 
the Churchy It will reveal the Church to be 
a city on hill that stands out from the pres­
ent darkness. By claiming that our budgets 
need to reflect the will of God is to impose 
a theocracy model of government that has 
historically resulted in awful repression.
What I  Learned from My Father
by Lisa Wiegel
When I originally thought about what 
budgets say about our own morality and 
values I pondered writing about large-scale 
national issues. My own tendencies to
If God presents me 
with a need and 
asks me to give 
some of what he 
has given me, I am 
not going to argue.
encourage Christians to give readily to 
those around them, to support national pro­
grams that help the poor, dispossessed, and 
struggling of our country, and to cap their
income, all flooded to the forefront of my 
mind. But, as I mulled over the topic fur­
ther, the best example I could think to write 
about was my father.
He’s just an average guy. He has never 
wanted to live anything other than a quiet, 
stable life with his family and friends. He 
works for a bank, and, as I entered high 
school he found himself having a great 
deal of success at his job. What is amazing 
about my father is not in his success at 
work, but in his decisions concerning his 
new found financial gain. My dad starts 
from the mentality that any money he 
receives, from any source, is not his own: 
it’s God’s. He used to tell me that, even 
when he was struggling and fearful about 
where his next meal would come from, he 
knew that his money was not his own. The 
way my dad sees it, if a need is presented 
to a Christian that Christian should find a 
way to help meet that need, no matter what 
their financial state.
3. Government is always corrupt: If his­
tory hasn’t revealed this to you yet, you
A  strong distinct 
separation of the 
Church from the 
State will contribute 
to a stronger value 
and vitality of the 
Church.
might need to head back to high school. 
Money doesn’t belong to the government, 
it belongs with the people. The reason 
America is the most generous country of 
individuals in the world is because we trust 
that people will make the best decisions 
about their moneys A larger government
continued on page 8
So, I grew up surrounded by my father 
meeting, either partially or wholly, the 
needs of those in our church and greater 
community. He supports a missionary fam­
ily in Japan, furnishes apartments for a pro­
gram to help homeless families get back on 
their feet, and gives my mother a flock of 
goats or a camel from World Vision every 
Christmas, to name a few needs my father 
meets. I honestly believe that if one totaled 
up all of his yearly “giving,” and compared 
it to his income, it would be roughly 40% 
of what he makes a year, maybe even 
more.
The kind of budget I see exemplified in 
my father makes a moral statement con­
cerning, not only a Christian’s obligation to 
care for those around them, but also Con­
cerning the source of all humanity’s life, 
health, and sustenance. In other words, by 
giving so wholeheartedly my father is say­
ing to his fellow believers and to the world
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The Unity That Binds U s
By Joe Bautista
As water extinguishes a blazing fire, so alms­
giving atones for sin. Sirach 3.30 (NRSV)
Ever since I started working at the age of 
sixteen, my father encouraged me to invest 
my money in something other than a low 
interest checking account. His investment 
vehicles of choice were mutual funds and 
real estate, both of which I became more 
familiar with through my own investment 
activities after graduation. I did well the 
next seven years, but missing an opportuni­
ty to purchase a duplex just down the street 
from Fuller last year triggered some intro­
spection in which I began asking myself 
why I cared so much about investing and 
the financial security I was hoping it could 
provide.
It was around this time that I took Glen 
Stassen’s course “Christian Ethics,” a 
course which I’m glad is required. Reading 
Ron Sider’s Rich Christians in an Age of 
Hunger got me thinking how I could use 
my financial resources not only for myself, 
but for those around me. Sider convinced 
me that doing so wasn’t only a matter of 
being a good neighbor, but essential to fol­
lowing Christ truthfully.
I’m sure that many of us at Fuller are 
generous people, donating to charities, to 
churches, to family members, and to 
friends. However, if the statistics that Sider 
cites are correct, most Christians probably 
donate a pathetically small percentage of 
their incomes. Are we at Fuller the same 
way? If so, why is this the case?
First, perhaps we see the benefits of giv­
ing in purely utilitarian terms. Perhaps we 
miss its spiritual ramifications, namely that 
it puts us in a right moral relationship with 
others and ultimately with God. According 
to 1 John 3:16,17 (NRSV),
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for 
us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one 
another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who 
has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in 
need and yet refuses help?
This repudiates the claim that an affluent 
person who refuses help for his or her indi­
gent brother or sister truly loves God.
And according to James 2:15-17 (GNB),
eat well!”-if you don’t give them the necessities of 
life? So it is with faith: if it is alone and includes no 
actions, then it is dead.
The sentiments in James are similar and 
echo the falseness of religion of those who 
“talk the talk but don’t walk the walk.”
Sometimes we may want to give more 
but we are concerned that perhaps those to 
whom we give are undeserving. After all, 
we worked hard for our money using our 
own ingenuity, industry, and skill. We for­
get that these capacities were God-given 
and we do not understand that the out­
comes of our lives are both choice and des­
tiny, decision and fate, that while we may 
have had the resources to pull ourselves up 
by our own bootstraps, perhaps there may 
have been those less fortunate for whom 
the environment necessary to produce such 
fortitude and hope was simply not theirs to 
claim.
To the degree that those who are unfortu­
nate are truly responsible for their situa­
tion, I would urge us not to look down on 
such from too high a tower and close our 
eyes to our shared frailty and weakness. As 
Tillich writes,
crime suffer also for us, for we are guilty of their guilt 
and ought to suffer as they suffer.1
The deuterocanonical verse that intro­
duced this article is the last thought I want 
to leave the reader with: “As water extin­
guishes a blazing fire, so almsgiving atones 
for sin.” May we always remember the 
unity that binds us to one another and 
mercy we receive when we act out of char­
ity and goodwill.
1. Paul Tillich, The Eternal Now, (Charles Scribner's 
Sons: New York, 1963), 45-46.
Besides writing articles for 
the venerable SEMI, Joe 
Bautista also works tireless­
ly as a staff member for 
Management Information 
Services.
When we become aware of this unity of all beings, 
something happens to us. The fact that others do not 
have changes the character of our having: it undercuts 
our security and drives us beyond ourselves, 
to understand, to give, to share, to help.
The fact that others fall into sin, 
crime and misery alters the 
character of the grace that 
is given us: it makes 
us recognize our 
own hidden 
guilt; it shows 
us that those 
who suf­
fer for 
t h e i r
Suppose there are brothers or sisters who need clothes 
and don’t have enough to eat. What good is there in 
your saying to them, God bless you! Keep warm and
M icro-Credit Financing
by Kent Sensing
There is a growing movement called 
socially responsible investing (SRI) that 
offers many new ways to put our money 
where our mouth is. I highlight only one: 
micro-credit finance.*
Micro-credit funds provide small loans 
(as little as a few hundred dollars) to the 
entrepreneurial poor, who are otherwise cut 
off from the credit of corporate banks. This 
allows low-income folk to start and sustain a 
host of cottage industries. For Christians 
who are cautious about big-govemment 
solutions to poverty, micro-credit directly 
fuels the entrepreneurial energies of “Mom- 
and-Pop” free-market enterprises, an 
ennobling business sector rapidly disappear­
ing from a global economy dominated by 
multinational corporations.
Beginning with the 1960’s Grameen 
movement in Bangladesh, this simple 
process of making small loans has proven to 
be one of the most effective tools for fight­
ing poverty the world has ever seen. The 
majority of recipients are women, who have 
shown remarkable ingenuity in earning
extra income for their children’s school fees, 
medicines, nutrition, clothing etc. There is 
probably no solution to poverty more impor­
tant than the educational and economic 
empowerment of women. Since most micro­
credits provide training and support to their 
clients-often placing them in accountability 
groups with other borrowers, for positive 
“peer pressure” purposes-repayment rates 
are often higher than with corporate banks. 
And unlike far too many World Bank/IMF 
loans that go to mega-projects benefiting 
elites, this money goes to the grass-roots or 
ordinary people. So, if you are looking to 
invest some surplus income (if you are priv­
ileged to have any!) in something other than 
Fortune 500 stocks, CDs, or savings 
accounts, here’s one option: my wife and I 
have invested $10,000 in Microvest 
“mPower” (which falls under the institution­
al umbrella of the Calvert Foundation; go to 
www.microvestfund.com.) This new fund 
combines fifty years of expertise and 
integrity represented by Mennonite 
Economic Development Associates
(MEDA) and CARE, two Christian “NGO” 
pioneers in the field. You can invest for one, 
three, five, or ten-year terms, with guaran­
teed returns between 2% and 3%.2 The min­
imum investment is $1000. I trust you will 
discover that investing in God’s kingdom of 
compassionate justice is a great joy, whether 
you have only a widow’s mite or overflow­
ing “bams” worth of assets to offer.
1. Another is socially responsible mutual funds—like 
MMA’s Praxis—that screen out investments in“sin” 
industries like pornography, gambling, tobacco, 
alcohol, and weapons-making and join in “share­
holder activism” for improved corporate policies 
towards workers, communities, local governments, 
and Creation.
2. Too often higher returns involve unethical exploita­
tion of workers, communities, taxpayers, creation, 
or all of the above! (See Wal-Mart.)
The money Kent helps to 
invest is mostly earned by 
his pastor/wife, Jennifer. 
Thankfully, her ‘stock tips ’ 
come from Barnabas, not 
Sapphira! (Read Acts 4:36- 
5:11)
O f the 83% of Americans who gave to non-profit organizations in \ t
'Cuz N obody's Evtr
By Marie McCulley
She lit up a cigarette, inhaled and sent a 
puff of clove-scented smoke my way.
“So I was reading Matthew, here let me 
find it.” She pulls out a thick, well-read 
Bible. Flips and puffs.
“See here it is, the parable of the talents.” 
I grabbed the Bible, pulled it around to me. 
She pointed at the verse (Matthew 25:14- 
29) with a long airbrushed nail.
She continued, “Now, see, I was confused 
‘bout what this was trying to tell me. I mean 
it doesn’t seem fair that the poorest slave 
gets yelled at. After all, in my reckoning, it’s 
not like he’s ever had money, how’s he 
gonna know what to do with it?”
“Well, um I don’t think that’s what this 
parable is about...”
I looked up and saw that she was on fire; 
she inhaled a long drag and said, “Well, you 
know what else I realized as I read it?”
Her question ended with a puff of smoke. 
I sprang her trap, “Tell me, what did you
“Average credit card debt per U.S. household is $8400.”
Source: Cardweb.com
“ 95% of Christian educational institutions (colleges, universities, 
seminaries, and Bible colleges) offer NO personal o r ministry 
financial curriculum.”
Source: Lilly Foundation Studies
i n  “ In the Bible, there are 40 verses on “ baptism” , 275 verses on 
“ prayer” , 350 on “ faith” , 650 verses on “ love”— and 2,350 verses 
related specifically to  finances and material possessions.”
Source: Kluth.org
ni the average donation amounted to only 3% of their incqj


















“Well I realized that this parable was just 
another way of saying that the rich get richer 
and the poor, well they get spit upon. Why? 
‘Cuz they can’t manage the money, ‘cuz 
nobody’s ever taught them!”
“But don’t you think this is more about 
loyalty and bravery than money manage­
ment?” I asked, trying to derail her.
“Loyalty? If this passage is about loyalty, 
then why would the master trick the slave by 
giving him money? Have you ever given a 
poor person money?”
“No.”
“Well the first thing they do is buy all the 
stuff they’ve wanted for years. You know 
what happens to lotto winners? Bankruptcy! 
Why? ‘Cuz they don’t know what to do with 
money! If this is about loyalty then that’s a 
nasty trick that master played!”
I sighed, “Okay, what then is this passage 
teaching us?” Clearly my careful exegesis of
the Greek wasn’t going to help me here. She 
was more than happy to show off her new­
found insight, damn my education.
“I think this passage teaches us that we 
can’t expect people to use their talents if they 
aren’t trained in what to do with them!”
She started to say something more but 
unexpectedly sat up straight, then began a 
frantic search for the phone that was buzzing 
somewhere on her.
She found it, looked at the number, “I have 
to take this, I’ll be’ back!” She got up and 
walked out, and I sat back in my chair and 
sighed...
Marie is an ASC co- 
administrator who wish­
es she had enough money 




SIS 40th Anniversary Celebration Chapel
R. Paul Gupta, PhD will be speaking at this 
week’s All-Seminary Chapel on Wednesday, 
November 9 @ 10:00 am in Travis Auditorium 
as part of the SIS 40th Anniversary. His mes­
sage is titled “Bridges to a Religious World,” 
and Provost Sherwood Lingenfelter will 
respond at the conclusion of the message.
R. Paul (Bobby) Gupta is the SIS alum of 
the year 2005. Additionally, the musical group 
Aradhna will be leading congregational wor­
ship music.
For a full schedule and details of the SIS 
40th Anniversary celebration November 7-10, 
please visit www.fuller.edu/swm/40th or con­
tact the SIS Dean's office (584.5265 or 
sis@fuller.edu).
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D an's Story
By Nate Risdon
Allow me to use an example from my 
past that I hope will illustrate what I 
believe to be a sinful attitude towards 
homosexuals within some circles of the 
Church. A young man, whom we’ll call 
Dan, was the same year as I in high school 
and like me was heavily involved in our 
church’s youth group. He was for the most 
part the geeky, awkward kid who everyone 
usually picked on and no one really
The words that 
were pulsating 
through my head, 
that never reached 
my tongue were, 
“I’m sorry.”
befriended. Even as a self-absorbed 
teenager, I was aware of many occasions in 
which he was treated cruelly. The leaders 
at one point tried to address the problem, 
but it was too little, too late. By the time we 
reached college, Dan had all but disap­
peared from church. One year later, Dan’s 
parents got up in front of the church and 
through tears confessed that their son was 
gay and had renounced his faith and that 
they would be starting a support group for 
parents of homosexual children. The 
announcement left the church in stunned 
silence and many of us who knew Dan 
quickly glanced at each other with raised 
eyebrows. In the days, weeks, and months 
that followed none of us attempted to call 
him. There was no concerted effort to sup­
port him or convey our concern and love 
for him. Beyond that one Sunday, we did­
n’t even pray for him. Mostly we just gos­
siped about him with self-righteousness 
indignation. And though it was never pub­
licly stated, he was not welcome back in 
our church until he had fully repented of 
his homosexuality.
Many years passed before I thought 
about Dan and everything that happened 
with a deep sense of shame. I, like every­
one else, never tried to reach out to Dan
while he was with us and-even more 
importantly-after he left us. Perhaps fueled 
by fear of the unknown, I casually stopped 
being concerned about Dan and his family. 
I tried to wash him from my memory. At 
least that is what I thought I had done until 
I ran into him about five years ago at a 
restaurant. Dan and I both looked a little 
older and we both had put on some post­
college weight, but he still had that same 
unique smile and laugh I remembered from 
high school. He and I chatted for about 
twenty minutes. I learned that he was liv­
ing with his partner and that they were 
happy and owned a house together. I 
shared about my life too, but even as I 
spoke about myself the words that were 
pulsating through my head, but that never 
reached my tongue were-“I’m sorry.” I 
wanted to tell him I was sorry for how lit­
tle love I had shown to him back when he 
needed it most. I wanted him to know that 
despite our lack of compassion and care, 
God loved and deeply cared for him. I hope 
that he has discovered that in spite of how 
he was treated.
Dan’s story illustrates what I believe to 
be a widespread sin of much of the Church. 
Many have refused, openly I might add, to 
show love to those who profess to be 
homosexual. I might be stating the obvious 
to many of you, but homosexuals hunger to 
know Christ, too. No one should be sub­
jected to the loneliness and despair that 
Dan and other gays in the Church have 
experienced. My hope for the future is that 
there is more open and honest dialogue in 
the Church regarding homosexuality. 
Furthermore, I hope this dialogue would be 
underscored by the love and compassion 
that our God has shown us. Lastly, we 
should never hesitate to be Christ to all 
people. Let us strongly discourage the 
hate-filled protest done “in the name of 
Christ.” Is all this a difficult task? No 
doubt it is, but it is what we are called to
•‘There has been a 
30+ year decline iïn 
the«% Christians give 
(dèpending* on the 




H o l d in g continued from page 4
claiming it has the best vision concerning 
your money is simply a lie.
4. The Role of the Church: I was very 
sad to watch the response to Hurricane 
Katrina. We all sat around wondering why 
the government wasn’t quicker to respond. 
This isn’t a rebuke against the government, 
but us. In the late 70’s a young woman was 
raped in an apartment complex for over 2 
hours. The entire time, witnesses reported 
hearing the screams but when asked why 
they didn’t respond, they claimed they 
were waiting for the police. If we as a 
nation expect the government to take care 
of the poor and hold our budget priorities 
as a church, we will begin to expect them 
to act like the church. We will wait around 
for the government to take care of the poor 
instead of doing it ourselves. The best is 
for the government to hold its priorities 




do. 3. Justice Keith Mason, Constancy and Change
Nate has always dreamed 
o f writing the ultimate TV 
jingle the kind that gets 
stuck in your head and you 
find yourself humming 
over and over again until 
you rue the day that Nate 
ever put pencil to paper. 
Everyone needs a dream, right?
Jeffrey has been (3rd 
year MDIV) a commer­
cial river guide for the 
last five summers. He 
tends to spend more 
time swimming rapids 
than staying dry.
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Budgets continued from page 1
the new housing project will help alleviate 
this problem.
As we continued the interview, I introduced 
the subject of parking at Fuller, targeting 
specifically resolutions to the problem. While 
there is a master plan that includes more park­
ing, I learned that the new housing project will 
also help play a role in relieving the situation. 
The goal is not simply to change the parking 
problem, but to change the commuting pattern 
of students as well. With the addition of new 
units, there will be “one-hundred less com­
muter students” which in turn creates more 
parking availability. There will also be “more 
access to the library” and more “opportunities 
for community.”
Mr. Merritt described the “ultimate failure”, 
in terms of budgeting decisions, would be to 
“miss the ball and give money to the wrong 
things.” That is why it is “very important for 
any institution to focus on its mission in 
regards to resource allocation.” Focusing on a 
mission statement will help to ensure that 
budgets are truly moral documents whether it 
is for a church, an academic institution, or any 
organization that is trying to embody Christ.
Sophie Draffin is a third year 
MDiv student. I f  you've met 
a Marian Draffin around 
campus that looks pretty sim­
ilar to Sophie, they’re not 
twins, it’s actually the same 
person.
My Father continued from page 4
Top TEN ways NOT to communicate to Women at
Fuller:
By Adam Gossman
10. Do not say,“Look at that HOT girl!”
9. Try not to say or think, “Wow, you look FAT!”
8. Don’t assume that just because something is heavy that a woman 
cannot carry it,“because she is a girl.”
7. Don’t  make comparisons of the women in the three schools. Don’t 
argue about which school has the most “cute girls.” (At least in 
front of women).
6. Don’t  look at any other woman’s body while you are listening 
and/or talking to a woman at Fuller.
5. Do not speak to her looking at any part of her body that you can 
not see if she goes swimming.
4. Try not to refer to women as “girls.” They do NO T like this at all­
trust me.
3. Do not say,“Heck NO, women should not be PASTORS or in lead­
ership of any kind!”
2. Do not talk about other women! (This applies in the real world 
too). If you are talking to a woman, talk to HER about HER and 
mostly for HER.
I . Do not assume you know everything about women and publish 
articles in the SEMI all about how you know everything about 
women.
WANTED
Ten people who like 10 sing:
as a whole, “I know that I am indebted to God for all that sustains my 
life, so, if God presents me with a need and asks me to give some of 
what he has given me, I am not going to argue.”
I know that we live in a nation of people who don’t all know where 
their life and sustenance comes from, and I have to admit, I am a pro­
ponent of national welfare, food stamp programs, head-start and other 
national aid simply because our nation has a problem providing for all 
of its citizen’s needs. But, it seems to me that if every Christian 
stopped talking about meeting the needs of people, and simply lived 
each day listening for the needs God put around him/her and then 
actively met those needs, that the rest of the nation and the world would 
take notice^ff^H H H tgets and finances would not be blessings from 
God to usfouf bl&Sings from God to those who live beside us in need.
Wiegel is a 2nd 
MDiv. This year 
Christmas she plans 
to give her dad a pair of 
chickens.
A small choir wants lo grow. 
Come try us out.
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
3740 Sierra Madre Blvd., Pasadena
Thursday Practice: 7:30 p.m . 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
For more information:
(626) 351-8823 or (626) 797-4591
And, if you are looking for a church home, 
we are a smaller church with an age-diverse 
congregation that will welcome you.















C a m p u s  Ev e n t s  a n d  A n n o u n c e m e n t s
SIS Celebrates its 40th Anniversary 
Mon-Thur, Nov 7-10
Join us for the Missiology Lectureship, 
Workshops, and Concerts! For further info on 
guest speakers, the schedule of events, and how 
you can be involved please visit our website: 
http://www.fuller.edu/swm/40th.
A Conversation with Brian McLaren 
Tues, Nov 8, 7-9, Travis Auditorium 
With responses from Kara Powell and Ryan 
Bolger of Fuller and Rudy Carrasco of 
Harambee Ministries. Books by Brian McLaren 
will be available for purchase and signing. This 
event sponsored by the Fuller DMin Program 
and is free.
Friday Night Music Series 
Fri, Nov 11, 7-8, Coffee by the Books Patio 
Join fellow students for good music and coffee. 
This week will feature Richard Kentopp and 
Autumn Gallegos.
Ministry Enrichment Seminar 
Faith-Based Conflict Transformation II 
Sat, Nov 12, 9-12, SOP 120 
This three-hour worship is a follow-up to the 
introductory seminar on basic skills for faith- 
based conflict transformation. Participants will 
engage in role-play scenarios and in-depth work 
in small groups on case studies invovling con­
flict in the church. Though this is a follow up 
workshop, anyone is welcome to attend.
AAR/SBL Information Meeting with Dr. 
David Scholer
Tues, Nov 15,12-1,Faculty Commons 
Bring your own brown bag lunch. Contact: 
CATS Office 584.5239 sot-ta@dept.fuller.edu 
for more information.
Notice from the Bookstore 
The Bookstore will begin pulling the fall quar­
ter books off the shelf by Nov 11, in order to 
prepare for the upcoming quarter. If there are 
any books that you still need to purchase please 
make sure to do so by then. Thank you.
Women’s Small Groups 
Are you interested in getting involved in a 
women’s small group with other Fuller stu­
dents? If so, contact Jennifer at jennpars@hot- 
mail.com.
Integrational Small Group 
Do you have a heart to integrate psychology, 
missions, and theology? Do you care about the 
mental health and spiritual needs of missionar­
ies? Join a community of students every other 
Thursday night for thriving discussion and fel­
lowship. For time, location, and speakers con­
tact Jeff Simons (buckrogers@cp.fuller.edu) or 
Hana Shin (hana_shin@cp.fuller.edu).
Tickets to Amusement Parks 
Student Life & Services sells tickets to 
Disneyland ($47 adults, $42 for children 3 to 9), 
Universal Studios ($35 for adults & children) 
and Legoland ($33 for adults & children). Call 
584.5435 for info.
Hospital Internship
A 2-unit FE546 hospital chaplaincy internship 
is being offered at Huntington Hospital in 
Pasadena during the Winter 06 quarter. This 
course emphasizes spiritual care training in a 
hospital setting. Students will learn how to be 
present to a patient and/or their family during a 
crisis, as well as the preliminary steps in per­
forming a spiritual care assessment. Before reg­
istering for the course, interns must be inter­
viewed by the prospective hospital chaplain. 
Start the process early! Contact Micka or 
Parimal in the Office of Field Ed at 584.5387.
Free Couples Therapy 
The Department of Marriage and Family at 
Fuller is offering 10 free counseling sessions to 
engaged/married couples, or families who wish 
to improve their interaction patterns. For more 
information, call Kenichi Yoshida, associate 
director of academic affairs, at 584.5415. Space 
is limited. Not available to SOP students.
Free Therapy
The School of Psychology is offering free ther­
apy to a limited number of students and their 
family members on a first come first serve 
basis. The therapy is provided by supervised 
students earning a doctoral degree in clinical 
psychology. This therapy is ideal for relation­
ship issues, life transitions, personal growth, 
stress, sadness, anxiety, self-esteem, and identi­
ty issues. Duration of therapy will be deter­
mined by need, limited only by the duration of 
the academic year. For more information, 
Contact FPFS at 584.5555.
A New Year. A New Experience. 
Coming to Pasadena January 8th 2006.
Join us as we plant a contemporary service at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoons. A different kind of 
church service, we seek to fulfill the needs of a diverse population, including those who work at night on 
Saturdays, those who work on Sunday mornings, and the minister who desires a time of Spiritual rest. 
Come join us as we follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Come minister with us at:
New Life Assembly o f God 
330 N. Hill Ave.
Pasadena, CA, 91106
Children’s ministry will be provided. Free food and a 










Fuller Seminary OF GOD CHURCH
For ministry opportunities or membership 
information, please contact:
Pastor Dave Pafford 
612-730-5958 
DavidPafford@cp.fuller.edu
^CKu k K is located at SE corner of Fwy 210 at Hill Ave.
Rev. Aaron Collins 
626-354-9977 
AaronDavidCollins@vahoo.com








A d v er tisem en ts
The Services section of the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are personally responsible for evaluating the qual­
ity and type of service before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any of the services listed.
S ervices
Massage Therapy: Massage is good self-care. 
Professional massage therapist, part of the 
Fuller community. Susan Young 296.3245.
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil 
change, brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. 
Hrant Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd, 
Pasadena. Call 798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Body Repair. 5 minutes from Fuller. 
Owned by family of Fuller graduate for 23 
years. Discount! Columbia Auto Body. Call 
John: 323.258.0565. Located at 1567 Colorado 
Blvd.
Pasadena Tire. All major brands. New/used 
tires, alignment, brakes, struts/shocks. 1070 E. 
Walnut St. 795.7240. Mon-Fri 8-5:30, Sat-8-1.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. 
Brakes, tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog 
Station. 1063 E. Walnut St. 793.0388. Mon-Fri 
8-5:30.
Christians Need Cars too! SIDCO Auto 
Network International serves students and staff 
from churches, seminaries, colleges and mis­
sion organizations. 35 years of serving only the 
Christian community. Call 1.800.429.KARS 
(5277).
Rings, Diamonds and Things! Walter Zimmer 
Co., is a wholesale jewelry manufacturing 
design and repair business founded in 1917 in 
downtown Los Angeles. Call Walter’s son Mel, 
or his grandson, Ken, at 213.622.4510 for infor­
mation. Because of our appreciation of Charles 
Fuller and the Seminary, we consider it a privi­
lege to serve Fuller students. Mel is a longtime 
member of Glendale Presbyterian Church and is 
involved in prayer ministry there.
Need Money?? Act Now!! Giving Rates To 
Giving People. Rates as low as 1.95% offered 
exclusively to the Fuller Community. If you are 
a home owner considering the following: A 
Home Loan, Refinancing, or Debt 
Consolidation call today to speak with a recent 
Fuller Graduate (‘05) and receive your free con­
sultation in minutes. Call Brian DeHaan @ 
512.7227.
Free Preschool Program. Children's Country 
House School has been selected to be part of the 
LA Universal Preschool program. We offer care 
for children between the ages of 2-10. Children 
who are four receive a free quality preschool 
program and extended day care funded by 
LAUP. Our address is 2821 Santa Rosa Ave. 
Call 798.8083.
Prayer Retreats every month! Come enjoy a 
Quiet Day prayer retreat at Church Of Our 
Saviour Episcopal Church, just a couple miles 
from Fuller. Quiet Days are from 9:30-12:30 
one Saturday a month. Registration is $10. Fall 
dates are November 19th and December 17th. 
For directions or more information, please visit 
our website at www.churchofoursaviour.org or 
call 282.5147.
Psychodynamic psychotherapy to assist in 
one’s personal journey towards greater self- 
awareness, understanding and satisfaction in 
life. Focus is on exploring and processing the 
underlying dynamics of the issues presented, in 
an atmosphere of safety and support. Day, 
evening and Sat a.m. availability. Sliding scale. 
Call Hildy DiMarzio, LCSW, at 945.0249.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! 
Fuller SOP PhD alumnus with 20 years experi­
ence as a statistician for thesis and dissertation 
consultations. Worked on hundreds of projects. 
Teaches graduate research courses. Designing 
“survivable” research proposals a specialty. 
Methods chapter tune-ups. Survey develop­
ment. Provides multivariate data analysis using 
SAS or SPSS. Statistical results explained in 
simple English! Assistance with statistical table 
creation and report write-up. Final orals 
defense preparation. Fuller community dis­
counts. Call for free phone consultation. Tom 
Granoff, PhD. 310.640.8017. Email 
tgranoff@lmu.edu. Visa/Discover/MasterCard/ 
AMEX accepted.
Considering home purchase, refinance or 
debt consolidation? Call Fuller alum Laurie 
Lundin at P.L.C. 403.9090 x206. “Whatever 
you do, work as ...working for the Lord” (Col. 
3:23).
Fuller Fund Donations 
Please help support the seminary by giv­
ing a gift to the Fuller Fund today. For 
any student donation of 
$10 or more, you will 
receive an ornament 
based on the McAlister 
Library's stained glass 
window. For more 
information, please 
contact LaNita Monroe, Office of 
Development, at 584.5344, or by e-mail 
at lanita@fuller.edu.
Enrich Y our 
Studies
by
Experiencing a deeper 
relationship with God and 
Gaining broader 
theological coherence
Visit our website or connect with us 
directly at 
DISCiple Ministries 
464 E. Walnut St., Suite B-30






@ 493 East Walnut St .
PASADENA, C A  91101
N ext t o  th e  F u ller  B o o k s t o r e
CHEAT PRICES:
B/W  & Color copies, Scanning, 
Binding, Dissertations, Custom 
Printing, Printing from  






Week 6: Mary Slessor Profile. Footnote 
should have read W.P. Livingstone, mis­
sionary biographer, instead of David 
Livingstone, reknown African mission­
ary. We apologize for the misprint.
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